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HONOURS AND AWARDS 

 

1. The following are congratulated on their awards in the Queen‟s 

Birthday Honours List: 

 

 OBE 

 Lt Col R C J Goodin MBE 

 

 MBE 

 Maj R W Wooddisse MC 

 

 QVRM 

 Col N A ffitch TD 

 

 Meritorious Medal 

 CSgt A C Garvie 

 WO2 T Taylor 

 

PROMOTIONS 

 

2. The following has been selected for promotion to Lt Col on 30 

Jun 07: 

 

 Maj S T H Andrews 

 

3. The following have been selected for promotion to Lt Col in 

2008: 

 

 Maj H R Bell PWRR 

 Maj C S Calder 

 Maj D G H Hunter 

 Maj A C E Marinos 

 Maj R W Wooddisse MBE MC 

 

 

 

It is with deep regret that we record the 

death of Pte Andrew Borkertas on 15 June 

2007.  Pte Borkertas was a member of 1st 

Infantry Training Battalion and he died 

on Catterick Training Area.  We extend 

our deepest sympathy to his family. 
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BATTALION ACTIVITIES 

 

4. 1st Battalion. 

 

It is with regret that we report the death of Cpl Darren 

Bonner of A Company.  He died on 28 May as a result of a mine 

strike on his vehicle.  We also regret to report the deaths of 

Sgt Jako Karuks and Sgt Kalle Torn of the Estonian Armoured 

Infantry Company.  Our thoughts are with their families and 

friends. 

 

After detailed planning and the shaping phase of the operation 

completed by B Company and the Danish Recce Squadron, 

supported by the Recce Platoon, the Battle Group took part in 

the Brigade operation OP LASTAY KULANG (Pashtun for pickaxe 

handle).  The aim of the operation was to clear the Taliban 

forces to the North of Sangin, in the Upper Sangin Valley, up 

to Kajaki.  The Vikings were to clear the North of Sangin, 

while the American strike force “1 Fury” would air assault 

into the Green Zone (with Capt Maclay in tow) and clear from 

Kajaki to the South.  The remainder of the Brigade would 

disrupt enemy forces in their AO and fix them in position.   

 

The Battle Group plan was to use the Danish Recce Squadron, 

with their organic OS to demonstrate around Musa Qalah.  The 

effect they were to achieve was to fix the enemy in Musa Qalah 

so they could not reinforce the Green Zone.  After several 

preliminary moves the Battle Group would be poised to the 

North of Sangin ready to strike into assessed enemy areas.  12 

Brigade Recce Force had been very active in the area probing 

by force and also using low level intelligence to find the 

enemy locations. 

 

With B Company already forward in Fob Robinson, about 7km 

South of Sangin, the Recce Platoon, A Company, CO‟s TAC and 

the Estonians left Bastion on 28 May.  It was during the move 

up to Sangin that the OC‟s Viking hit a mine.  The blast 

killed Cpl Bonner, his signaller, instantly.  The next day a 

mortar vehicle also hit a mine resulting in two casualties.  

This highlights the main threat in the area is in fact from 

mine laying to inhibit Coalition vehicle movement. 

 

On 29 May all forces were in position and on H hour at 0130hrs 

on 30 May A Company and the Estonian Company moved into clear 

the enemy in the Northern village of Putay.  Subsequently B 

Company cleared the enemy stronghold of Jussalay.  After some 

fierce fighting the Taliban were defeated and the Battle Group 

collectively changed posture and began Key Leader Engagements 

and local level shuras.  Goodwill money was paid out and the 

Engineers were employed in some simple reconstruction tasks.  

The operation ended with a shura in Sangin involving the 

Commanding Officer and the District Governor of Sangin.   
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C Company also had a role in the operation.  When 1 Fury had 

cleared to the Southern area it allowed the OC to patrol 

further south and engage with the population, something that 

has not been possible, due to the civilians leaving the area 

of intense fighting.  This culminated in two large shuras 

South of Kajaki, which will hopefully be the start of some 

useful interaction.  Unfortunately, after the Americans pulled 

out the Taliban started to re-infiltrate the area, and the 

Southern FLET is still well established.  It is significantly 

further south, which has relieved the pressure, but does mean 

that C Company has to patrol further to get in a fight. 

 

The remainder of the month has seen B Company carry out a 

Relief in Place with A Company at Nowzad, with A Company 

moving to SGN DC to replace A Company 1WFR.  The Estonians 

have remained in FOB FOX, which was established in the area of 

Putay, roughly 15km North of Sangin.  There they continue to 

disrupt the Taliban and hinder the re-infiltration of the 

enemy.  The main effort has shifted to the security and 

reconstruction of Sangin town, with Capt Fisher and Capt 

Firmin (OC CIMIC and Info Ops) based in Sangin developing 

projects to win over and maintain the locals consent.  It is 

key that when we have cleared the Taliban, we try to stop them 

coming back and we prove that the Government of Afghanistan is 

a better alternative to Taliban rule. 

 

The Battalion was honoured to receive a visit from the 

Colonel-in-Chief HRH the Duke of Gloucester over the 5-6 Jun 

accompanied by the Colonel of the Regiment.  Although most of 

the Battalion was deployed on Op LASTAY KULANG the Colonel-in-

Chief was able meet a number of soldiers training in Camp 

Bastion and Battle Group HQ.  During the overnight stay, the 

Colonel-in-Chief was guest at an Officers‟ and Warrant 

Officers‟ supper. 

 

A(Norfolk) Company 

 

The Fighting Ninth returned from Now Zad after a couple of 

weeks in order to take part in OP LASTAY KULANG in the Sangin 

Valley.  On arriving in Bastion spirits were high with the 

prospect of some good food and a decent shower.  It was a very 

quick turn around with the Company driving out of the gate 3 

days later accompanied by a journalist, Thomas Harding, and 

photographer from the Telegraph newspaper.   

 

It was with great sorrow that during the move to the upper 

Sangin Valley one of the Vikings struck a mine killing Cpl Daz 

Bonner.  No one else was hurt but it did put the Company into 

a sombre mood for the rest of the journey and the following 

days. 

 

The initial phase of the Operation was completed quite quickly 

with little resistance being offered in the Fighting Ninth 
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area.  However, during the only contact the Telegraph 

reporters were looking out of the top of the Vikings when they 

were engaged which gave them a bit of a fright but also 

provided some good material for their articles.  OC Recce Andy 

Wilde was heard to comment, „They were dropping out of trees 

like coconuts‟ when referring to the Taliban.  The remainder 

of the Operation progressed without incident and this enabled 

the Company to make headway on the more hearts and minds 

activities.   

 

Maj Dom Biddick spent a lot of time talking to the local 

elders discussing what we could do to help them.  The major 

issue that came to light was the lack of water for the crops 

due to the very dry spell they had been having.  We offered to 

improve an irrigation trench for them with the hope of 

improving the water supply.  This then lead to the Company 

group, less a few, moving North to assist with the digging.  

This saw the Fighting Ninth working side by side with the 

local people digging the trench.  It was a far cry from what 

most expected of the Sangin Valley.  This trench also provided 

the Company with a very welcome chance to strip off and get 

into the river to have a wash and a chance to relax a little.   

 

Following the work that the Company had done on the irrigation 

trench we couldn‟t go more than a couple of Kms without 

someone else stopping us and asking if we could help them.  

The friendly attitude continued with the locals giving us more 

information about the Taliban and their movements than they 

had done previously.  They seemed to feel a lot safer talking 

to us, which in itself is a great achievement.  This gave 

everyone a sense of achievement and made it all seem 

worthwhile because we were actually able to help the locals in 

the way that we are supposed to. 

 

The Company returned to Bastion fortunately without incident 

and everyone welcomed a shower and a shave.  After 10 days 

without shaving there were some fairly impressive beards, but 

there was also a large number of very pathetic attempts that 

could hardly be classed as beards; one example being baby 

faced 2Lt Nick Denning.   

 

The Company then had a few days to relax and sort their 

administration out before moving to Sangin DC.  After a 

handover from A Company 1WFR the Company began local 

familiarisation patrols.  It has been a relatively busy month 

for the security forces within Sangin.  There are three patrol 

bases and two permanent vehicle check points along the 611 

road that runs through the town.  These are permanently manned 

by the ANA with supporting OMLT detachments.  These patrol 

bases come under daily attacks, especially the northern base 

in the Green Zone.  The attacks are usually 2-3 men strong and 

involve small arms fire and RPGs or indirect fire.  We have 
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dubbed these attacks shoot and scoots, as the bases rarely 

have time to return fire before the enemy withdraws. 

 

We have put most of our efforts into engaging with the locals 

and the local elders, trying to give them some tangible 

projects that will improve their quality of life.  Little 

projects which are not that expensive but can effect the whole 

population, such as street lighting within the bazaar.  We are 

currently looking forward to a surge in the area with the main 

effort looking at reconstruction projects in the Sangin area. 

 

B(Suffolk) Company 

 

After a busy May, the Company had a small period of rest in 

FOB Robinson before planning began in earnest for the decisive 

phase of Op LASTAY KULANG.  We stayed in Robinson until some 

extra personnel arrived with CO‟s TAC.  We then moved out into 

the desert, with the support of a demonstration by the ANA in 

the suburbs of Sangin.  We were in a concentration area 

waiting for orders to attack the area of Jussalay.  This was 

assessed to be the area that the attacks into Sangin were 

originating from.   

 

After A Company secured their objectives to the North B 

Company were launched into Jussalay.  It was a hard battle 

fought at close quarters.  With OS and aviation support, as 

well as the organic weapon systems within the Company we 

cleared the area of enemy forces.  As soon as this was 

complete we changed posture and began to interact with the 

locals, providing what is called phase 4, the reconstruction 

and development of the area.  While there is not a great deal 

that we can do at Company level the OC had a fund of good will 

to pay the locals for any damages we may have caused.  It 

could also be used to pay for medicines and transport to 

hospital.  Low level shuras were conducted and the locals‟ 

problems and needs were noted.  Where possible we tried to 

help them, but any thing else was passed to the CIMIC officer 

for future projects. 

 

We subsequently recovered back to Bastion during a planned 

move with the BRF in over watch of key vulnerable points.  

Once back in Bastion we had a quick consolidation phase before 

taking Nowzad over from A Company. 

 

B Company is now well established in the Nowzad area.  The 

familiarisation phase is complete and we now look to maintain 

the position around the District Centre and local area.  

Patrols have been interacting with the locals, who are 

starting to move around more freely as the harvest period 

draws to an end.  

 

The fire support group on ANP Hill have continually shown 

their worth from their dominating position over-watching 



 6 

Nowzad.   From their position they can control and observe 

movement over a wide area, making freedom of movement and 

supplies for the Taliban difficult. 

 

The Company‟s patrols have also had their share of success.  

They have been helping to build on the intelligence picture of 

the area by carrying out security patrols around the District 

Centre and questioning locals to build up a picture of Taliban 

movement.  Added to this their very presence on the ground is 

reassuring locals, giving them the confidence to go about 

their daily routine. 

 

The visit by the Brigade Commander and the Commanding Officer 

on 16 June enabled the higher levels of command to see first 

hand the work being carried out by the platoons and our 

attachments. This was particularly so with the Engineers who 

have been working hard to improve the standard of living and 

security within the base.  

 

C(Essex Company) 

 

Our part in this Operation primarily involved linking up with 

the American 82
nd
 Airborne Battle group, who had conducted an 

air assault into a large village approximately 5km south of 

the Company‟s location.  This was achieved successfully, and 

allowed the Company to move further south than on any previous 

occasion.  It was clear that the arrival of the 82
nd
 Airborne 

had caused the Taliban to move out of the area, allowing the 

Company to conduct the denial of potential enemy positions as 

it cleared south to meet the US forces. 

 

During this clearance, a substantial number of civilians were 

encountered returning to compounds that until this point had 

been abandoned.  This was the first time during the tour that 

the Company had had the opportunity to speak to any locals.  

Their comments were reassuring and indicated that the Company 

is making steady progress and is improving the feeling of 

security within the area.  This was further confirmed by a 

Shura (a meeting of village elders) who despite some 

grievances expressed their support for our activities. 

 

However, the task of disrupting the Taliban in the Company‟s 

area is an ongoing one.  Immediately prior to the link up with 

the American forces, the Company conducted a fighting patrol 

to the area of Mazdurak, which has been the scene of some of 

the Company‟s largest engagements throughout our time in 

Kajaki.  Previous action in this area had successfully removed 

the Taliban from the village, but during the patrol it was 

clear that the enemy still occupied positions in the 

surrounding area. 9 Platoon, 11 Platoon, TAC (the Company 

Commander and attachments) and FSG(C) were all engaged from a 

number of different firing points.  However, Close Air Support 

and support from the Mortar Section were on hand to destroy 
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the threat, allowing the Company to complete its task 

successfully. 

 

The enemy forces have been pushed back significantly from the 

vicinity of the dam, and we must maintain pressure on the 

enemy to prevent them moving back in.  The lads all enjoy this 

game of cat and mouse, confident in the knowledge that our 

soldiers, training and firepower far outweighs the enemy‟s. 

 

The Company enjoyed a visit from the Commanding Officer, 2IC, 

Adjutant and RSM for a three day period which was useful to 

catch up on a number of issues.  Indeed during the course of 

their stay, the CO and RSM deployed with a patrol on the 

ground which ended up in an engagement with the Taliban, 

meanwhile the 2IC and Adjutant assisted by observing and 

reporting the movement of Taliban forces from one of the OP 

locations. 

 

D(Cambridgeshire) Company 

 

Recce Group 

 

During the Op LASTAY KULANG, the Recce Platoon initially 

proved a route to a holding area near FOB Robinson and 

subsequently near the Upper Sangin Valley.  Once this task had 

been completed the Platoon split into two parts, one with each 

rifle company.  A series of company level operations then 

followed. 

 

One such operation saw half of the Platoon head up towards 

Kajaki where they assisted A Company in the improving of an 

irrigation system.  While conducting this task there was time 

for a bit of relaxation which saw Pte Boyle successfully try 

his hand at fishing and other members of the Platoon enjoy the 

benefits of having a wash in the river after a week in the 

heat and the dust.  This was very much appreciated by all 

involved. 

 

For the rest of the month the Recce Platoon have been 

refitting and repairing vehicles. After the previous 

operations the CVRT fleet were in need of a period of repair 

and once the spares arrived the Platoon swung into action and 

started the long process of replacing engines, starter motors, 

gearboxes and numerous sections of armour.  The period of time 

in camp has also allowed the armourers to overhaul all the 

gunnery systems and personal weapons that the Platoon holds. 

 

On the domestic front congratulations to Cpl Ash Hill, 24 

section commander, becoming a dad on 8 June.  His fiancée, 

Kelly, gave birth to a baby daughter, this is their first 

child together and they plan to marry when Cpl Hill returns on 

R&R in August. 
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Mortar Platoon 

 

The Mortar Platoon are currently occupying 3 locations within 

Helmand Province.  There are 12 barrels spread between Kajaki, 

Nowzad and COP Fox in the centre of the Upper Sangin Valley, 

where they are currently working with the Estonians. 

 

Kajaki has seen a lot of action this month with Mortars 

supporting Cpl Duncan and the troops on the ground.  The enemy 

have been very active in that area and the boys have been 

doing their best to provide all the fire they can, whilst 

ensuring that they cause no collateral damage.  It can be a 

fine line to tread and the boys have done a magnificent job. 

 

Sgt Tinkler‟s section were split into half and 2 barrels with 

Cpl Johnson and Cpl Baker heading out into the Upper Sangin 

Valley for 3 weeks to initially support the Brigade 

Reconnaissance Force whilst Sgt Tinkler and the other 2 

barrels worked with B Company.  This was 3 hard weeks for this 

mortar section, the BRF were probing villages in support of Op 

LASTAY KULANG. 

 

In Putay the lads have been firing with Cpl Johnson providing 

mortar support on a daily basis to the Estonian Company and 

the RTR.  Sgt Booth is the MFC who patrols with the Estonians, 

putting the fear of God into the enemy with his mortar fire. 

 

In Sangin Sgt Duggan is there overlooking the area with LCpl 

Mike Kinsey and Cpl Smudge Smith providing the mortar fire 

control in one of the most dangerous town in Afghanistan.  The 

lads are doing an excellent job there, and all should be very 

proud of them. 

 

Nowzad is being looked after by Sgt Tinkler and Cpl Willsher 

who are keeping the enemy at bay from the hillside.  Tinkle is 

starting to bear a startling similarity to Capt Jack Sparrow 

from the film Pirates of the Caribbean and his Keith Richards 

command style is a breath of fresh air for the soldiers. 

 

Echelon Company 

 

The last operation the Company has been involved in, LASTAY-

KULANG, lasted for approx 28 days with soldiers from the 

Company deployed in the field for the whole of that period.  

Indeed, at the time of writing, soldiers from the Company are 

yet to be extracted and have continued to stay in the field in 

preparation for the next operation.   

 

The Nowzad security group formed of Echelon Company personnel 

has since returned to Camp Bastion on 11 June, with three of 

that team again deploying to FOB Robinson on 15 June to assist 

with the defence of the outstation.  As always, there is a 

great deal of work that the rest of Echelon Company is 



 9 

responsible for which goes on behind the scenes and 

concurrently during any operation.  Indeed, this work is 

constant and around the clock, ensuring the fighting troops 

have all they need in a timely manner.  To name but a few, 

this is arranged from the flight line by Sgt Richardson and 

Cpl Buff preparing for the helicopters to fly forward 

ammunition, water, food and fuel; from the J4 desk manned by 

Capts Wicks and Fallowfield and controlled by the signallers 

and watchkeepers in the operations room. 

 

Echelon Company soldiers, in their last few weeks have indeed 

proven the ethos of „Fighter First‟, adaptable, robust and 

determined to succeed. 

 

5. 2nd Battalion. 

 

June has again been a busy month for the Poachers with the 

BOWMAN conversion for the Battalion coming to an end with a 

successful 'plug up' exercise in May.  The Battalion is 

currently on a confirmation exercise in Otterburn where all 

the training courses will be put to use.  

 

June has also seen some company sponsored study days taking 

place for all LCpls and above in the Battalion with the 

emphasis being on explaining the role and equipment of the 

Battle Group prior to our full move into 7 Armoured Brigade in 

August.  These study days have allowed all levels of command 

to revise conventional aspects of being in a Battle Group 

including any operations that we may be called upon as the 

Brigade‟s Light Role Infantry.  

 

The Battalion‟s focus for this month has been the build up to 

our Otterburn exercise and, whilst the commanders have been 

busy, private soldiers have spent the month preparing by 

getting their conventional skills up to the required standard.  

The upcoming conventional exercise, as well as allowing us to 

confirm and restructure Battalion level SOPs for BOWMAN, will 

give a rare chance for private soldiers and commanders to 

practise using the radio equipment in a conventional role. 

 

In between the preparations and training the Battalion also 

conducted a parade in Loughborough after we were awarded the 

Freedom of the Borough of Charnwood.  The parade was led by 

B(Leicestershire) Company and was well supported by the 

public.  The reception afterwards allowed the current serving 

soldiers to link in with ex-servicemen of Loughborough and for 

both to share their Army experiences. 

 

The Battalion also continues to provide for the Army wide 

trawls and this month sees a platoon under Lt Bennett - Madge 

deploying out to Kenya as enemy for the Platoon Commanders‟ 

Battle Course final exercise. 
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The Battalion now looks forward to the arms plot move to Celle 

in July and August.  The pre-advance party has already 

deployed and the time up to then will mainly be spent up 

preparing the camp for handover. 

 

6. 3rd Battalion. 

 

Introduction 

 

The 3
rd
 Battalion has continued its build up to annual camp and 

while, the progressive offensive operations training has 

continued, on the administration front, all the staff have 

been fully engaged in attempting to convert to JPA and 

overcoming the many problems that had not been foreseen by the 

planners, in order to minimise the impact on the Battalion. 

 

Training  

 

June opened with the Battalion conducting streamed training at 

Sennybridge over 1-3 June.  As part of each 6 month training 

focus the Battalion conducts at least one streamed training 

weekend, two company weekends, one field firing weekend and a 

Battalion FTX.  The purpose of the streamed training is to 

divide the Battalion into the following:  Pte soldiers, JNCOs 

and PJNCOs, SNCOs and junior officers and field officers and 

each stream spends the bulk of the exercise conducting 

training specific to them prior to coming together in a 

conventional orbat and practising what has been taught.  This 

particular exercise saw the Battalion make the long drive to 

Sennybridge arriving in the early hours of the morning and 

going into harbour areas in the field.  After a short amount 

of sleep the individual streams set off around a series of 

stands across the training area testing navigation on the way.  

After a full day the groups were then re-orbatted and spent 

the night completing a lengthy patrol lane requiring all the 

skills taught/refreshed the previous day.  By mid Sunday 

morning the Battalion was complete in the admin area for a 

fresh brunch provided by the QM and his G4 crew prior to 

departing for the TA Centres.  The feed-back from this back to 

basics exercise was extremely positive and it has set the tone 

for much of the future training. 

 

The second company training weekend took place over 22-24 June 

and saw A and E Companies training together at STANTA and B 

and C Companies training together at Catterick.  All companies  

conducted demanding, field based training, reinforcing lessons 

from the Battalion training package with an eye to preparing 

for the Battalion Offensive Operations FTX in early July. 

 

Whilst the Battalion has been fully engaged in the Offensive 

Operations package, recruiting and recruit training has 

continued apace.  As one of the best manned TA units, 3 R 

ANGLIAN has continued to look at ways of improving our 
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processes.  Last year a two week recruit cadre was conducted 

at camp which compressed the numerous recruit training 

weekends into one two week package.  By conducting a two week 

cadre the recruits are able to „get into the habit‟ of 

military life far more than if they were to take part in a 

number of weekends and there are less distractions and the 

inertia of having to make the effort to go in over a number of 

weekends is negated.  In an attempt to replicate previous 

success a two week recruit cadre was run again at Otterburn 

and the success will hopefully be a feature in next month‟s 

newsletter. 

 

Farewell 

 

This month sees the farewell of Major Bob Rogers, OC A Company 

as he embarks on a two year FTRS post in London. 

 

Look Forward 

 

July will see the Battalion Offensive Operations Exercise Hard 

Knock at SENTA over 6-8 July and Exercise Steelback Cadet at 

Beckingham 20-22 July. 
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